
January 22, 2023

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Leading Worship Today:
Pastor: Brian Entz

Lay Leader: Mike Quady

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen

Please read along with all Bold text

All are invited to stand when there is an *

Larger Print Hymns: Please see an usher if you would like a copy of larger print hymns.
Childrenʼs Bulletins: Please see an usher if you are interested in a childrenʼs bulletin.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
A call always seems impossible.

We react, who am I to do this? This is beyond me! Our false self balks; there is much resistance. We
need grace in order to do it. God doesn’t call us to something we can do on our own. The

impossibility of the call necessitates that we rely on God’s power and know that it is not we who are
at work but God. The call is impossible by yourself.

-author unknown

GATHERING
CHORAL INTROIT: Share God’s Love Adapt. Patterson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Lord is my light and my salvation—

whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—

of whom shall I be afraid?
One thing I ask from the Lord,

this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord

all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord

and to seek God in God’s temple.
My heart says of you, “Seek God’s face!”

Your face, Lord, I will seek.



*OPENING HYMN #402 How Lovely, Lord (Psalm 84)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
For God so loved the world that God gave God’s only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish, but have eternal life.
Trusting in the grace of God, let us confess our sin.

God of grace, love, and hope, we confess that we have failed to love you with all our heart,
soul, and mind; and to love our neighbors as ourselves. We ignore your commandments, stray
from your way, and follow other gods.
Have mercy on us. Forgive our sin and raise us to new life that we may serve you faithfully and
give honor to your holy name. Amen.

As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these
waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God did not send the Son to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Alleluia, Amen!

*RESPONSE The Gloria Patri  #581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.  Amen.

WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, in the beginning you said “Let there be light” and there was light. Shine on us now as we
open the scriptures that through them your will and our calling might be illumined by your Spirit. In
Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:1-4 (NRSV)
1But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will
make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —



on them light has shined.

3 You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.

4 For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.

Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (NRSV)

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be
in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among
you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong
to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of
you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone
else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN #169 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind

GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:12-25 (NRSV)



12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and
made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles —

16 the people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.”

17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea — for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me,
and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and
their father, and followed him.

23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 24So his fame spread
throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with various
diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. 25And great crowds
followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Rev. Brian Entz
‘Life Disrupted’

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

OFFERTORY The Summons Words and Music: Bell/Maule

“Let us present ourselves to God as those
who have been delivered from death to life”.
To give online, please scan the QR code.



*DOXOLOGY #606  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above,
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Theological Declaration of Barmen

“Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and
redemption.” (I Cor. 1:30.)
As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way and
with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life. Through him
befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a free, grateful service
to his creatures.
We reject the false doctrine, as though there were areas of our life in which we would not
belong to Jesus Christ, but to other lords—areas in which we would not need justification and
sanctification through him.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All thanks and praise to you O God, maker of the cosmos and all that is within it.
We come to you in gratitude for this, another day of life in your beautiful creation.

We give you thanks for the call you have placed on our lives, for your grace made known in Jesus
Christ, and for this family of faith into which you have adopted us.

In the silence of our hearts we lift to you now all for which we are grateful…

We give you thanks that when we call to you in prayer you do not leave our intercessions unheard.
In recognition of this truth we pray for the needs of the church, the whole of humanity, and the world.

We pray for your Church, that we and all its members may be faithful disciples;
living the way of Jesus, loving you with our whole selves and loving all our neighbors.

We pray for this earth; that it might be freed from the ravages of war, disease, and pollution.

We pray for those in positions of leadership across this nation and around the globe;
may they lead with wisdom, justice, humility, and mercy.

We pray for all who suffer from illness or injury.
We pray also for the doctors, nurses, medical professionals, and caregivers seeking the healing of

others. We ask for your healing presence to be made known to all in need.

We pray for those in our community in the midst of grief…  We pray for those in our community
whose family members are in need of healing and comfort, including.... Surround them with your

gracious Spirit.

We pray for those who struggle with faith, for those who feel their connection to you is lost, for those
who search, but aren’t sure where to look. Reveal yourself to them anew in Word and Spirit, and

empower us to share your life giving love with all we encounter.

We pray for those people and communities that have been harmed by the evils of gun violence and
white supremacy. When there are more mass shootings than days in the year we cry ‘how long, O



Lord, as we are weary of continued violence and little movement toward ending it. Embolden us and
our society to act with courage and wisdom, making us a part of the solution.

We pray for all who struggle for justice; devoting themselves to ending systems of hate, fear, and
oppression. Encourage and empower us to seek justice for all people.

We pray for those who do not have enough to eat, who don’t have a safe place to call home, who
struggle to maintain the basic necessities of life. May all people have enough.

We pray for all that rests on our hearts and minds…

Hear these prayers, O God of mercy, and strengthen us for all that is ahead, until the day when you
usher us into the blessed Kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray...

THE LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

*CLOSING HYMN #170 You Walk along Our Shoreline

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP NOTES
The Call to Worship is taken from Psalm 27.

All other liturgy comes/is adapted from the Book of Common Worship (2018) or is
written in house.

MUSIC LICENSES

Share Godʼs Love loosely based on a German folk song adapted by Mark Patterson, copyright 2018 Choirsters Guild
#402 How Lovely, Lord (Psalm 84) | TEXT: Arlo D. Duba, 1984 | MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 1983 | Text © 1986 Hope

Publishing Company.  Music © 1983 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

#169 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind | TEXT: John Greenleaf Whittier, 1872 | MUSIC: Frederick Charles Maker, 1887 |
Public Domain

The Summons Words by John L. Bell and Graham Maule; Music by John L. Bell  CCLI Song # 4668756  Copyright
Words: 1987 WGRG, ℅ Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland  Music: 1987 WGRG ℅ Iona Community, Glasgow,
Scotland  CCLI License# 1843693

#170 You Walk along Our Shoreline | TEXT: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1984 | MUSIC: Johann Steurlein, 1575 | Text © 1991 GIA
Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Classes, Coffee, and Conversations: Todayʼs CCC topic is The Gospel of Matthew. Next week, join us at the Annual
Meeting and Potluck! Please bring a dish to share.

Service for Healing and Wholeness: Having a difficult winter or holiday season? Come seek the healing and
wholeness that God can offer. Our Service for Healing and Wholeness will be Sunday January 22, at 4pm.

Lent Soup Suppers are around the corner: The Faith Formation Committee is looking for some volunteers to help
lead the intergenerational program during our Lenten Soup Suppers. We have a base curriculum ready for each week
that we will provide, along with any supplies needed.  No volunteer would be leading by themself. The Soup Suppers
will be Wednesday evenings in March from 6-7:30pm. Please let Pastor Brian, Cindy Doth, or Liz Klaassen know if you
would like to volunteer by Sunday January 22nd or if you have more questions.

12th Annual Masonʼs Food Shelf Matching Fund Drive: Once again, the Nelson Masonic Lodge #135 will be matching
all monetary donations made to the Buffalo Food SHelf through the end of February, up to $10,000. Donations can be
dropped off at the Old National Bank or mailed to Old National Bank, Attn: Masons Food Shelf Drive, 910 Commercial
Drive, Buffalo, MN 55313. Make your check payable to Masonic Lodge 135 and write “Buffalo Food Shelf” in the memo
line to ensure it is deposited to the correct account. Food insecurity remains high in our area and this is a marvelous
way to make our giving stretch and ensure continued assistance to those in need. No donation is too small. Every
dollar counts! Any questions please contact Joan Lowe, joanhlowe@msn.com.

Support Buffalo High School Drumline: The Buffalo High School Drumline is collecting new and gently used adult
and childrenʼs shoes to help raise funds to offset costs for their upcoming 2023 season. The drumline is open to
children in grades 8-12 and last year the team took 1st place at all of their competitions.  They hope to make this year's
performance even better and thank you in advance for your support.

mailto:joanhlowe@msn.com


How can we pray for you? Along with the blue prayer request cards found in the pews you can also submit
prayer requests on the BPC website. Scan this QR Code with your smartphone to be taken directly to the
prayer request form. All prayer requests go directly to Pastor Brian.

BPC Prayer List:
The Family of Sharon Bishop
Brittany Daniels
Arv and Pam Klemz
Janell and Phil Riley
Nathaniel Synstelien
Ellen Sibert, Lanny & Shirley Taylor’s nephew’s wife
John and Charlotte Collins
Janice Sorby
Sharon, Lavina & Larry Pattee’s daughter
Mark Lawlor
Julie Bernard, Charlie Wilken’s daughter
Tyler, a friend of Mandy’s dealing with post surgery complications
Judy McKee (Lavina’s sister-in-law) and family following the death of Bernie (Lavina’s brother)
For peace in Ukraine and around the world.
For those with dementia or alzheimers and their caregivers.
For those with COVID 19 and their caregivers.
For all nurses, doctors, and healthcare professionals.
For neighboring congregations in the midst of transition.
For the people and communities in California, eastern Kentucky, Virginia, and Pakistan following
severe flooding.
For the people of Puerto Rico following flooding, power outages, and other hurricane damage.
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